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Reservat ions &
Addit ional  Info

Picnic Lunches
Harvey Morgan
804 237-1624

Camper Parking
l4c McLeon
703 366-7399

Banquet
l4arie l^Jhite
703 986-0455
l lust  have
reservat i  ons

urnoiln F0ilE rEr
SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 19f'p}
SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1984

10 a.m. t i l  --
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W elcome

Reservat ions &
Addit ional  Info

Ti  ckets
Bob Mart in
304 ?48-8275
or any member
oftheVFN

Hotel  Info
Embassy Lodge
703 986-0455
Speci fy 1st
Floor i f  needed
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otDfsr. l^nctsr . t tst

CONVENTION
r,r*. I a"iri,u,iiY, JTJNE 9, 1984

EMBASSY MOTOR LODGE
4525 Melrose Ave., N.W.

Roanoke, Ya.24OL7
Phone (703) 986,0455

'BANQUET TTCKETS $7.9O
(Near Lakeside Amusement Park)

HAMFEST & PICNIC
SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1984

10 a.m, ti l --
LAKESIDE AMUSEMENT PARK

2 Mles East or s"b3:'i; iTil'ii.lfi.r, of Roanoke, va.
covERED SHFLTER #l ADM|SS|ON $2.m

PRIZES:

2 Meter ST IM Hand Held Santee
White 52 lnch Fan
2 U.S. Call Books

Et515T Solar Poworod
Sciontific CalculaaorKenwood 530-5

L
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WHAT IS AMATEUR RADIO? HOW WAS IT STARTED? WHAT IS THE VFN?

Amateur Radio is a hobby, a means of  gaining personal  ski l I  in the art
of  e lectronics and an opportuni ty to communicate wi th people wi th the
same interest  around the worId,  and now with space. Operators are
l icensed by the grovernment af ter  a very intense examinat ion proving
their  ski l ls  in electronics and the art  of  sending and recej-v ing morse
code. The hobby has progressed from very crude equipment to the most
advanced equipment available. Known as HAMS, they have proven thej-r
ski l ls  in wars,  d isasters,  wor ld-wide communicat ions,  c iv ic dut ies and
other interest ing feats.  They were the f i rst  to establ ish communicat ions
between continents and have proven that communications can be maintained
between space planets and other objects in space.

Amateur Radio had its beginning around the turn of the century when
experimenters began expanding the "coffee can and str ing" theory to spark
gap equipment.  Sending code over a distance at  f i rst  of  some 2 Lo 3
hundred feet,  then over mi les to t ranscont inental  in the year of  1901.
At th is point  the governments of  d i f ferent contr ies took not ice of  what
could be done and jumped in with experiments and also control of the
permissible operat ing f requencies to where i t  is  today, t ight ly control ted
by l icensing and the aIl-ocation of operating frequencies and to some e>rtent
the type emissions permit ted.  The major i ty of  the inovat ions that we
enjoy today such as Broadcast Radio,  Televis ion,  Micro Wave Communicat ions,
Telephone, Telegraph and others can trace i ts beginning back to Amateur
Radio.  There are now over 350r000 l icensed Amateur Radio Operators in the
USA and countless thousands of operators in other countries operating daity.

Within our area of  the east coast of  the USA, a group of  dedicated HAM
Operators started the VIRGINIA FONE NET 50 years ago and have made them-
selves avarlable daily to handle communications when al l  other means were
either destroyed or out of operations. They have done this without the
assistance of  any government,  maintaining their  radios wi th sel f -suppl ied
power resources and at  a l l  hours wi thout any pecuniary interest .  They
have established a I'Netrr known world-wide as the VFN and have been operating
dai ly s ince f934, except dur ing the t ime of  World War I I .

The mission of  the VFN is to perform communicat ions dai ly,  t ra in ing
operators to handle emergency communications during t imes needed by the
ci t izens and governments of  th is area. Many broadcasters that  we hear
on the radio today got their beginning from the VFN and Amateur Radio,
The VFN is open to any l icensed operator interested and is not restr icted
to the residents of  Virginia.  There are many operators who part ic ipate
in the dai ly operat ion across the country and of ten at  sea. There is no
age l imi t  nor is the VFN bias as to race, creed, sex or color;  the only
requirement is that a part icipant must have an operators l icense recognized
by the Federal Communicatj-ons Commission which regulates the operation
of a HAM Radio Stat ion.

(50 year celebrat ion OVER)


